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apodi 1s a dense sprawl

of buildings on the edge

of Pune (Poona), 2,000

feet up in the hills of
Maharashtra in the centre of
India. Brick buildings, shops,
workshops, cafes, which line
the roadfronts give little indica-
tion of the buildings that lie
behirA.

Here 1t is that you can see
in microcosm India’s urban
accommodation with all its
variety, its attendant surprises,
its problems and its horrors

Leaving the guiet, open
grassland of the Aid for India
land, you can walk for an hour
through a confusing labyrinth
of lanes, tracks and paved
ways, passing ordered groups
of houses, concrete muiti-
storey apartment blocks
looking somewhat worse for
wear as concrete buildings so
often do n the East — and the
huts.

In the end, 1t is the bewil-
dering variety of huts that
make the constant impression.
huts made of woven rathia, of
rags, of polythene wrappings,
ot straw and mud, tightly
packed and solid in the heat of
the summer but so vulnerable
to the heavy monsoon rain,
Rusting corrugated iron roofs
or, again, sheets of polythene
provide the roofs. The unmis-
takeable feeling from the
Dapodi slums is that they are
tormed from the debris of Wes-
tern civilisation and are pre-
Carous 1n construction and
basic in purpose.

No one knows quite how
many people hive there — the
estimates vary from 6,000 to

10,000 and more — but the
pattern 1s the same. Very few
of the homes of the Scheduled
Castes have running water;
most have access to an outside
tap which serves a large group
of houses — a privilege which, -

| 1n some areas, they have to
pay for
Some of the hut-homes
appear more permarnent than
others. Sometimes they are
arranged in order alongside a
clean, raised street (raised to

allow open seweis Lo un down
the side of the street: people
step over the sewers to get
mnto their homes), Sometimes
they are just placed in a con-
venient empty corner, a clump
ol sticks and rags. Almost all
these homes — which amount,
to a substantial percentage of
Dapodi s total are without
water, electricity, latrines or an
etficient drainage system

During the summer months,
life 1s hot but tolerable, but
dunng the monsoon period,
the ramns cause havoc with lite
Going to get water from the
nearest tap 1S a major, muddy
operation, and keeping clean
~— an important consideration
for all Indians no matter how
poor their cicumstances — 18
an almost impossible task.

The rains cause the open
sewers to flood, the dampness
1s constant and Il health is
nfe. Malana and TB, cholera,
typhoid, and numerous eye
diseases are common. Inci-
dences of leprosy and other
serious diseases are also
NUMEerous.

While standards of personal
hygiene appear quite high to
the untutored eye, the homes
inside, with the dut floors, are
breeding places for all kinds of
diseases which mmevitably
results in a high mtant
mortality rate.

The contrast to the centre of
Pune itsell 1s quite great. An
old British army station
enjoyed by the British for 1ts
agreeable climate and country-
side, Pune is a town with a
high level of business and
cultural activity. Travelling
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