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Dear Friend,

I our first Newsletter we quoted an Indian man saying, “your poor in the West — that is what I dream of being like.”
Unlike the daydreams we sometimes entertain in the prosperous West, the more basic dreams of the very poor can - and
<hould —sometimes come true. And, as this Newsletter illustrates, some of the hopes and dreams of people whose poverty is
scarcely imaginable are being fulfilled.

Once upon a time, young girls from the Dapodi stums used to stand at the door of our kindergarten, longing for a
chance to learn something themselves. Now, even though they may never get toa school, those girls are attending classes
edch afternoon, leaming to read, write, and count in an atmosphere of freedom and enjoyment they may never have
experienced before, even at home.

Once upon 4 time, the women from ‘Arun Talkies' locality would dream of owning their own sewing machines;
today they are using their skills to support their families, gaining confidence and independence in the process. ‘Pune
Project’ worker Siddharth sometimes dreams of forming a children’s song and dance company to tour the slums. And who
knows? One day we may be reporting that company’s first tour in this Newsletter.

Life in Pune's slums is not easy; the things people dream of add up to little more than basic human needs. That is
why our projects are so important: they are helping people to make dreams come true.

But there’s no magic involved. Certainly, Aid for India grew out of avision. But it has been nourished by the warm
generosity of our supporters, nurtured by the dedicated commitment of those who work so hard on the projects in India.
And each year, thanks to your continued support, the vision and the work vields more fruit.

This year the 7 year covenants signed by those of you wha responded to our very first appeals came to completion, |
am happy to report, however, that a very high proportion of those peaple who have been supporting our work forso long
very happily decided to continue. In this way, old Friends of Aid for India have become new Friends of ‘Karuna’. You may
remember that last vear we announced the founding of the Karuna Trust, a sister charity to AFI which seeks to raise further
support for projects in India, and also to link up with similarly effective projects in other parts of the world.

1n Indiz, of course, we are still working with our original partner, Bahujan Hitay, but we have also been
beanching out, and have started working with some ather organisations. This year we were able to award grants to the
People’s Education Society in Pune, and to the Central Tibetan Relief Comittee for emergency drought relief
programimes,

‘The growing stature and maturity of the AFI/Karuna initiative has also been reflected in two new and encouraging
ways:

Firstly, the Overseas Development Administration awarded £33,000 under the British Government's joint funding
scheme to the boys” hostel at Wardha for the financial year 1987/88. This means that your own donations will stretch even
further.

Secondly, I am delighted to announce that 3 eminent friends of our charity have agreed to become our first
patrons. Dame Judi Dench has been an enthusiastic supporter of ourwork for many years, having been approached by one
of our fundraisers at her front door. David Morley is Professor of Tropical Child Health at the University of London, and the
author of a number of highly influential works on the problems of child health in developing countries, Sir Leslie Kirkley is
a former director of Oxfam. We came into contact with hiim on our move to Oxford last year, and he has been extremely
supportive of our work ever since.

Pwould like to take this opportunity to thank Dame Judi, Professor Morley, and Sir Leslie for agreeing to act as
patrons of our work. 1 would also like to thank you, our supporters, for making that work possible and successful.
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Terence Pilchick
Chairman, Aid for India


























































