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Dear Friend,

Once again it is my pleasure 1o welcome you 1o this vear's Newsletter and to thank you personally for your generous help
over the past vear, It is because of your continued support that the developments described in these pages have been
possible.

Some of these developments have been, quite literally, concrete ones — with a number of important building projects
starting, and several reaching completion, during the past 12 months;

In Dapodi, Pune, work on Bahujan Hitay's Administration, Cultural and Training Centre has now begun, whilst a
few miles away at Vishrantwadi the first Bahujan Hitay hostel for girls is also being built. On page 4 you will meet some
of the girls in their temporary home where they are getting the chance to continue their education in a safe and supportive
environment, an opportunity which is unfortunately still denied to many girls in India.

Up in Kalimpong, the ITBCI school for Tibetan refugees has some new classrooms and dormitories, which means
that ~ for the first time in many vears - two classes do not have to be held at the same time in the same room.

In Wardha the new hostel for boys has just been completed. This is the largest building that Bahujan Hitay has ever
built — and the tallest building in Wardha! In itself this is hardly very important, but as our report indicates it provides
the local community with a constant - and inspiring — reminder of what the ex-Untouchable people can achieve.

There are now six of these hostels catering for nearly 200 students, and up to five more may be started in new
locations during 1989. But as Aid for India/Karuna Field Representative Jeremy Goody explains in the substantial interview
we publish here, the need is immense. In his words there could be a hostel in every single small town, five or even ten
in the large cities! Of course, the real heart of these hostels, and indeed of all of Bahujan Hitay's projects is the people
within them - the boys and girls, the wardens who take such care and personal interest in them, and the many local
people who volunteer their time to teach the children extra academic classes as well as arts, crafts and sports.

This vear we are also taking a closer look at the Health and Community Centre at Dapodi in Pune, or Jeevak' s it
15 known t the local people who use it, A day in the life of Jeevak involves many hundreds of people, a number of whom
come to see Dr Kadam — either during one of her moming medical visits to the slum communities or at her afternoon
surgery, We talk to Dr Kadam and find out how our work is expanding in Pune; how we are starting to fulfil the original
vision of the Dapodi Project to act as 2 model and inspirational foree for similar initiatives in other localities

Back here in Britain two significant events have occurred in the past year that should help 10 make our work more
widely known: in Janvary a film was shown on Channel 4 television about Sangharakshita and his involvement with Dr.
Ampedkar and the ex-Untouchable Buddhists in India. Sangharakshita was very much instrumental in the original founding
of Aid for India/Karuna. Our momentum has owed a great deal 1 his knowledge and help over the subsequent years.
Also, Karuna has recently produced a 40 minute video explaining our work and its place in Dr Ambedkar's *Peaceful
Revolution”, which is available on loan to supporters.

It is with great sadness that I must inform you of the death of one of our Patrons, Sir Leslie Kirkley CBE. Sir Leslie
was @ man of great vision and energy who played a major role in turning Oxfam into one of the world's leading aid
agencies. He recognised in our projects the same desire for peaceful change and long-term development to which he
had devoted his own life. During the two years we knew him he proved 1o be a very generous supporter of our work.

Terence Pilchick
Chairman Aid for India / The Karuna Trust
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